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GRADE 8 ORAL EXAM STUDY GUIDE 
 
EIGHTH GRADE LITERATURE/COMPOSITION ORAL EXAM 
 
Literature: 

1. What kind of king is Hrothgar? The poet says, “Yet there was no laying of blame on their 
lord the noble Hrothgar; he was a good king” (861-862). What concrete evidence 
supports this remark? Compare and contrast Hrothgar’s character and kingship to what 
we see in Beowulf’s character and kingship throughout the story, including the end. 

2. What motivates Annie Sullivan to help Helen?  What motivates Helen to learn? 
3. What motivates Scrooge to change—to become more kind-hearted and generous? What 

effect do each of the ghosts have on him? 
4. Why do Danny and Reuven “choose” one another as friends?  What obstacles to their 

friendship do they face? 
5. Why does Bilbo agree to go on the journey in the first place? Does his reason(s) change 

throughout the journey? What sustains him during his journey? Give concrete examples. 
6. Choose one poem and explain  

a. What particular moment in life does the poem communicate; and  
b. How the poet uses concrete images, adjectives, adverbs and active verbs to 

communicate this moment in life. 
c. Use the terms stanza, metaphor, simile, feet, and meter as appropriate to help 

explain the poem. 
Grammar: 

1. Be prepared to define, identify, and/or apply the following terms:  
noun, pronoun, adjective, verb, adverb, preposition, conjunction, interjection, 
sentence, fragment, subject, predicate, modifier, phrase, clause, verbals, and 
complements.  

2. Discuss different types of phrases and clauses we have learned about this year and give 
examples. 

3. Identify and explain the differences between the four basic sentence structures (simple, 
compound, complex, and compound-complex). Give examples to show the differences 
among sentence types.  What type of punctuation is required for each sentence structure, 
and why? 

 
You may be asked to diagram one the following sentences to show your knowledge of the above 
concepts. Prepare two sentences for the oral exam.  

• “When they had dried in the sun, which was now strong and warm, they were 
refreshed….” 

• “Then the great spider, who had been…tying him up while he dozed, came from behind 
and came at him.” 

• “Not until then did they notice that Gandalf was missing.” 
• “If all beggars could tell such a good one, they might find me kinder.” 
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EIGHTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY ORAL EXAM 

Economically, talk about the law of supply and demand. How are prices determined? 

Describe your choice of a “fragile state” and what factors went into its status as such. 

Pick two forms of government; compare and contrast them. 

Pick two cities from different continents and/or hemispheres. Discuss how its geographic 
location directly impacted its resources, its economy, and its form of government.  

Pick a historical event of this region and explain how the geographical features had a major 
impact on this event. 

Pick one continent and describe the main features of the continent’s geography. This may 
include climate, resources, physical features. 

Continents include: 

• North America 

• South America 

• South Asia and Southwest Asia 

• Europe 

• Africa 

• Australia 

 
EIGHTH GRADE ALGEBRA ORAL EXAM 

1. Be prepared to discuss the Algebraic concepts you studied this year. 
 

2. Be prepared to discuss various forms of linear equations and apply them to 
mathematically describe linear relationships. 
 

3. Be prepared to solve a system of linear equations and explain your problem-solving 
process. 
 

4. Be prepared to perform a variety of mathematical operations on polynomials. 
 

5. Be prepared to discuss quadratic equations and the various methods of solving them. 
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EIGHTH GRADE PHYSICAL SCIENCE ORAL EXAM 

1. Discuss the atomic model. What is an atom, element, and molecule? 

2. Discuss chemical bonding, including the difference between ionic and covalent bonding 
and which elements bond together. 

3. Discuss waves. Compare sound and light waves. What are the main characteristics of 
waves? 

4. Describe the states (or phases) of matter.  What is the difference between a chemical 
change and a physical change? 

5. Be prepared to discuss forms of energy and work. 

6. Be prepared to discuss simple machines. 

7. Explain the difference between a planet and a star. Describe the life cycle of a star and 
the characteristics of a black hole. 

 
LATIN I ORAL EXAM 

To prepare for your oral examination covering Latin I, review the following concepts to aid you 
during your translation.  
 

• The order and function of the cases used by nouns and adjectives. For example, the 
nominative is the subject (or “doer”), the genitive supplies “of” before the word’s 
definition, etc. 

• Reciting 1st-5th declension endings (including neuter nouns). 
• Reciting endings for the present, imperfect, perfect, and pluperfect tenses. 
• Translating the present, imperfect, perfect, and pluperfect tenses. 
• Reciting the present tense of the irregular verbs sum, possum, volō, and nōlō. 
• Reciting the personal pronouns for ego, tū, nōs, and vōs. 

 
Also, please prepare the passages below and expect to translate at least one for your oral. You 
may not bring a written translation into your oral. You are strongly encouraged to translate these 
passages as many times as you wish to develop a familiarity with them. Although you will have 
access to a vocabulary bank, we will expect you to be familiar with most of the vocabulary since 
you have had time to prepare these passages beforehand. 
 

• Page 7, Lines 1-8 
• Page 7, Lines 11-18 
• Page 13, Lines 10-16 

• Page 30, Lines 21-25 
• Page 32, Lines 1-8 
• Page 39, Lines 13-20
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LATIN II ORAL EXAM 

To prepare for your oral examination covering Latin II, review the following concepts to aid you 
during your translation. 

• The order and function of the cases used by nouns and adjectives. For example, the 
nominative is the subject (or “doer”), the genitive supplies “of” before the word’s 
definition, etc. 

• Reciting 1st-5th declension endings (including neuter nouns). 
• Reciting endings for active voice verbs in the present, imperfect, future, future perfect, 

perfect, and pluperfect tenses. 
• Reciting endings for passive voice verbs in the present, imperfect, future, future perfect, 

perfect, and pluperfect tenses. 
• Translating verbs in the present, imperfect, future, future perfect, perfect, and pluperfect 

tenses. 
• Recognizing and translating ablative absolutes, gerundives, and participles (present, 

perfect, and future tenses). 
Also, please prepare the passages below and expect to translate at least one for your oral. You 
may not bring a written translation into your oral. You are strongly encouraged to translate these 
passages as many times as you wish to develop a familiarity with them. Although you will have 
access to a vocabulary bank, we will expect you to be familiar with most of the vocabulary since 
you have had time to prepare these passages beforehand. 
 

• Page 112, Lines 4-10 
• Page 146, Lines 1-5 
• Page 169, Lines 1-7 
• Page 169, Lines 12-20 
• Page 177, Lines 1-5 
• Page 177, Lines 16-19 
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LATIN III ORAL EXAM 

To prepare for your oral examination covering Latin III, review the following concepts to aid 
you during your translation. 

• The order and function of the cases used by nouns and adjectives. For example, the 
nominative is the subject (or “doer”), the genitive supplies “of” before the word’s 
definition, etc. 

• Reciting 1st-5th declension endings (including neuter nouns). 
• Reciting endings for active voice verbs in the present, imperfect, future, future perfect, 

perfect, and pluperfect tenses. 
• Reciting endings for passive voice verbs in the present, imperfect, future, future perfect, 

perfect, and pluperfect tenses. 
• Translating verbs in the present, imperfect, future, future perfect, perfect, and pluperfect 

tenses. 
• Recognizing and translating:  

o Ablative absolutes  
o Gerunds and gerundives  
o Indirect statements  
o Deponent verbs  
o Participles (present, perfect, and future tenses)  
o Active and passive infinitives (present, perfect, and future tenses)  
o Active and passive subjective mood verbs (present, imperfect, perfect, and 

pluperfect tenses)  
o Subordinate subjunctives clauses (purpose, result, indirect command, cum clauses, 

fearing clauses, conditional sentences)  
o 3rd person plural syncope  

 
Also, please prepare the passages below and expect to translate at least one for your oral. You 
may not bring a written translation into your oral. You are strongly encouraged to translate these 
passages as many times as you wish to develop a familiarity with them. Although you will have 
access to a vocabulary bank, we will expect you to be familiar with most of the vocabulary since 
you have had time to prepare these passages beforehand. 
 

• Page 150, Lines 1-10 
• Page 155 (all) 
• Page 159 (all) 
• Page 197 (all) 
• Page 201, Lines 1-9 
• Page 212 (all) 
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